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who considered over the matter and changed the rule.1 When such
priests delivered daily lectures to the students, who had gathered
there in the monastery to study, they were exempt from the burden
of administrative duties which were usually imposed on monastics.3
The consequences of such rewards and apparent emulation are
not known, but certain distinctions were awarded to scholars
triumphant in the course of debates, while those who were unsuccess-
ful in these discussions appear to have been punished. " Those who
bring forwards", states Yuan Chwang, "(or, according to some text
estimate aright) fine points in philosophy, and give subtle principles
their proper place, who are ornate in diction and accurate in refined
distinctions, ride richly caparisoned elephants preceded and followed
by a host of attendants. But as for those to whom religious teaching
has been offered in vain, who have been defeated in discussion, who
are deficient in doctrine and redundant in. speech, perverting the
sense while keeping the language, the faces of such are promptly
daubed with red and white clay, their bodies are covered with dirt,
and they are driven out to the wilds or thrown into the ditches."3
Just as these distinctions were made between the intelligent
and the ignorant, for offences against the Vinaya texts too the
Community of the brethren laid down a gradation of penalties. "If
the offence is slight a reprimand is ordered. For an offence next
above this in gravity, there is added a cessation of oral intercourse
with the Brethren. When the offence is serious the punishment
is that the community will not live with the offender/ and this
involves expulsion and excommunication. Expelled from a com-
munity, the monk has no home; he then becomes a miserable
vagrant, or he returns to his first estate. "* Such a procedure,
states Yuan Chwang, was followed by Harsavardhana of Kanauj,
Those Brethren who adhered strictly to the rules of their Order,
and were thoroughly sound in theory and practice, iie " advanced to
the Lion's throne " (i.e., promoted to the highest place) and from these
received religious instruction; those who, though perfect in the obser-
vances of the ceremonial code, were not learned in the past he
merely honoured with formal reverence; those who neglected the cere-
monial practices of the Order, and whose immoral conduct was
notorious, he banished from Ms presence and from the country.5
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